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Admin, LACO

Subject: FW: Inquiry into regional airfares in Western Australia
Attachments: Smithson.20170726.WALA Inquiry Cost of Regional Airfares.pdf

From: neil smithson 
Sent: Wednesday, 26 July 2017 1:43 PM 
To: Committee, Economics & Industry Standing 
Subject: Inquiry into regional airfares in Western Australia 

The Hon. Jessica Shaw MLA 
Chairperson EISC Legislative Assembly 
State Parliament of Western Australia 
laeisc@parliament.wa.gov.au  

Dear Ms Shaw – I refer to the Parliamentary inquiry into regional airfares in Western Australia, and the nominated 
terms of reference. 

For the benefit of the Committee Members, Smithson Planning is a sole‐trader consultancy in regional development, 
and a registered lobbyists in WA ‐ now based in Perth, but for the past 20 years operating from Albany, Western 
Australia.  

Mr Neil Smithson as the Managing Director of the practice holds a Master of Arts in Urban Studies (Curtin), and has 
accumulated 35 years experience in the areas of city planning, business and regional development, including airport 
administration – and more particularly for regional development at the City of Melville (City Development Planner) 
and the Rural City of Mildura (Manager Business Development). He has also held the position of Senior Vice‐
President of the Albany Chamber of Commerce & Industry, and is a two‐time Past‐President of the Rotary Club of 
Albany. Mr Smithson also contested the O’Connor seat in the 2010 federal election (as an independent), and stood 
for Mayor of the City of Albany in 2015. 

Please find attached our briefing note for this Inquiry, which is a derivation of the briefing notes we have previously 
provided to relevant project stakeholders … typically, State & Federal politicians, and related business groups. 

You will also find extensive background information at Smithson Planning’s facebook pages, and in particular the 
powerpoint presentation that accompanies the Rainbow 2000 Project. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/SmithsonPlanning/photos/?tab=album&album_id=154042347988361  

The Rainbow 2000 Project is a regional planning strategy for regional development in Australia, focusing initially on 
Albany, Western Australia – it was published under copyright in 1997, and examines the hypothesis … Is planning 
the antithesis of politics.  

The project specifically identified and proposed the Anzac Centenary 2014‐19 commemorations and the 
forthcoming Albany Bicentennial 2026‐27 celebrations, as two major 1:100 year international tourism and business 
development opportunities for the city of Albany and the Great Southern Region … unprecedented was the analogy 
at the time. 

Part of that regional strategy includes the establishment of an Albany Port Corporation as a public private 
partnership, and the development of an Albany International Airport as one of the major assets of the corporation … 
along with sea port relocation, and a toll route ring road for metropolitan freight accessibility.  

In the years we operated from Albany, Smithson Planning presented two specific proposals for international hotel 
groups whom were aware of the prospect of better domestic and international air services to and with the proposed 
Albany International Airport … suffice to say that multiple hotel and aviation interests were canvassed to support 
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the growth path envisaged for hospitality and business in the city and region over two decades, most of whom were 
also aware of the Anzac relationship. 

We offer the following comments relative to the Committee’s Terms of Reference –  

a. factors contributing to the current high cost of regional airfares; fuel; landing fees; aircraft maintenance

regimes; aerodrome administration; lack of effective regional planning; lack of commitment to regional

growth; political discord between local, regional, state and national politics; strength of market (supply and

demand); market regulation by the State; operation of FIFO routes / standards of comparable service within

aviation.   

b. impacts that high-cost regional airfares have on regional centres - from a business, tourism and social

perspective; not all regional centres are the same … but for Albany in particular, the airport and RPT service

have a direct relationship to business, tourism and purpose-related travel (eg. health and recreation), and 

facilities such as hotels, short-stay accommodation, medical services, visiting specialists, sporting and 

cultural events, entertainment, premium agricultural export, accessibility for business training &

development. 

c. impact of State Government regulatory processes on the cost and efficiency of regional air services; both

sides of state politics have maintained regulated monopoly RPT services over selected routes for spurious

reasons over the past 20 years; WA Labor more recently advocated deregulation of RPT services; the State

in association with the Commonwealth makes decisions on alternate destinations for airport / aircraft

movements, which has a consequent bearing on aerodrome related infrastructure and support services; there

is a potential relationship between aerodromes and heliports for the delivery of rotating-wing aircraft to 

specific destinations / and industry groups. 

d. actions that the State and local government authorities can take to limit increases to airfares without

undermining the commercial viability of RPT services; proactively encourage regional development for 

growth in passenger traffic and the transport of premium goods; airport operators can reduce their fees &

charges, but implicitly, such charges have been levied in the past to secure asset management and address

depreciation, while also encouraging business development within the industry group. 

e. actions that airlines can take to limit increases to airfares without undermining the commercial viability of

RPT services; is a nonsense question … monopoly operators will manage their cost structures to deliver a 

profitable service, given projected passenger numbers and available aircraft specifications; if an aviation

operator’s market is dominated by a mining / FIFO client group, it will impact on the delivery of standard

RPT services to the rest of the community (access to seating and cost); there was a time when the

relationship between aviation operators and hotel accommodation providers was more definitive to

destination management … in simple terms, if there is no 5-star accommodation in a destination, certain 

aviation groups will not consider operating a service to that destination, and hence that destination will not

be ‘marketed’. 

f. recent actions taken by other Australian governments to limit regional RPT airfare increases; not aware of

any in particular … but other governments outside Australia have looked to deregulate the provision of RPT

services to their network of aerodromes, and most particularly how to maintain LAME accreditation and Jet
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A-1 aviation fuel supplies into the future; suffice to say the WA State Government’s recent decision on the

future of the Kwinana BP refinery and aviation fuel supply was significant to the industry. 

I trust our submission meets with your expectations, and I would be pleased to appear before the Parliamentary 
Committee to provide further information / address questions as appropriate. 

Yours faithfully 
SMITHSON PLANNING 

Neil Smithson  
Managing dDirector  
 

Smithson Planning - Consultants in National Investment Growth Pathing 
ABN : 46 782 764 220 
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SMITHSON PLANNING 
www. face book. com/SmithsonPlanning www.smithsonplanning.com. au 
www. face book. com/nsmithson 1 smithson@smithsonplanning.com. au 
Mob: 0419 556 444 Tel: (08) 9842 9841 Int'l: +61428556 444 

lfhe R NBOW 2000© PROJECT . 
(Incorporating Albany Anzac 2014-18© Re-enactment and Albany Bicentennial 2026-27©) 

- a Regional Planning Strategy for Albany and the Great Southern. 

Briefing Note 
Smithson Planning - 26 Jul 2017 - WALA Inquiry (Regional Airfares) 

And following a change of State Government on 11 Mar 2017 - the State gazetted the City 
of Albany LPS #1 on 28 Apr 2014 (15 years in preparation). 

What will the Transport, Planning & Lands Minister Rita Saffioti recommend to Cabinet 
and State Government for approval under City of Albany LPS #1 - LandCorp, Emu Point; 
Middleton Beach & Albany Waterfront Marina; Albany Ring Road & Albany Airport. 

What will the Regional Development; Agriculture & Food Minister Alannah MacTiernan 
do in relation Albany waterfront development; Tier 3 railway lines, and Albany Ring Road, 
port access and rail freight? 

What will the Veterans; Housing Minister Peter Tinley do in relation to Albany Beersheba 
2017, Albany Remembrance 2018, Albany Home-comings 2019, the National Anzac 
Centre, and tourist accommodation? Albany Airport & Seaport. 

What will the Tourism; Defence Issues Minister Paul Papalia do in relation to waterfront 
hotel development? Middleton Beach & Albany Marina, and Albany Airport I Seaport. 

What will the Environment Minister Stephen Dawson and Heritage; Local Govt; Culture 
& the Arts Minister David Templeman do as Anzac, the waterfront, the bicentennial and 
the port all go head-to-head? Albany Entertainment Centre I WA Museum Albany? 

What will the Mines Minister Bill Johnston do when Grange Resources wants a solution 
for the $2.9bn Southdown Magnetite Project at Wellstead with Albany Port export? 

What will the Treasurer; Finance and Energy Minister Ben Wyatt do in relation to the 
Bunbury-Albany gas pipeline? the Collie high-voltage transmission line? Nuclear power? 

What will the Forestry & Water Minister Dave Kelly do in relation to plantation timber 
exports, a paper pulp mill, and port access for Bunbury, Albany & Esperance? 

What can Peter Watson, the Member for Albany and now Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly do? After 16 years in the job, he can prevail on the alternative Prime Minister 
and Leader of the Opposition Bill Shorten not to betray Albany, Anzac, and the nation -
or sit back and watch the implosion. 

Smithson Planning - Consultants in National Investment Growth Pathing 
Mob : 0419 556 444 Tel : (08) 9842 9841 Int'l : +61 428 556 444 
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And finally, what will the Premier Mark McGowan do in relation to the Rainbow 2000© 
Project - vision, leadership & decision-making. 

Albany Port Corporation (PPP) 
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Albany Regional Planning Strategy 
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Western 
Australia 

It is assumed that the aerodrome will continue to service General Aviation (GA) ah-craft; however, the design 
logic for airside facilities might cater for the following range ofRegular Passenger Transit (RPT) aircraft : 

A350-800 
A380 
B787-800 Dreamliner 
B777-200 and B777-300 
B747-300 and B747-400 
A330-200 and A330-300 
B767-200, B767-300 and B767-400 ER 
A310 
AJ00-600 
B757-200 and B757-300 
A320-200 
B737-300, B737-400, B737-500 and B737-800 
B717-200 
British Aero&'Pace Bae 146 
Fokker 50, 70 and Fokker 100 
Bombardier Q400 and Bombardier Dash 8 

16,000km & 250 passengers 
15,000km & 550 passengers 
15,000km & 250 passengers 
14,000km & 300 and 365 passengers 
14,000km & 450 and 430 passengers 
10,000km & 300 and 300 passengers 
10,000km & 250, 275 and 375 passengers 

9,600km & 220 passengers 
7,500km & 250 passengers 
6,5001011 & 225 and 280 passenge1·s 
5,500km & 150 passengers 
4,500km & 130. 150, 110, 170 passengers 
3,7001on & 125 passengers 
3,000km & 87 passengers 
2,500km & 50, 70 and 100 passengers 
2,000lou & 75 and 50 passengers. 

Code3C 

RPT Aviation Criter 
@ www.smithsonplanning.com.au 

Airport has [! 
high hopes ... 
for future 
of gateway 
More than $1 billion has been spent to 
bring the facility up to t he highest 
standard. writes Daniel Mercer 

I
·~·'""''"'"-· lnl!D".l~:ruwc .:lclll1wiu 
~ml~· tblC:.ty'1. 111~:q· 
"l)tbwtrld,batlhie- l:tri!C! 
a ]lolotl'r~~ 

Kl:V'.llKIX>'i'fl,Ul(: c.llief 
U..-..tt.'ll ~P«rll~ 

l'\'Ullltlll:IN~"'~ trtva Titlli;; 
"'TY !:Jr.I'~·~ M~r>Utlr.9 t!'tl 
Yr.1tcta;;,se1U11Jt•l' 1.1.Rn 
I!loct"at tbe J.aoJ.ir;IDJl.IGCt~ 
U.Jll'tw.:adM. 

TJ:it.,.wM:Mtnarbal:fl..'IW 
1~tbto!.W'lllo".nrd fl6eral 
"~-!UlMll.llUJ..iltt.v liirl!Wi ., 
a pril.~Mronscninm !oc ~ 
mDion. 

l.rltboa1J-.utirtll(> • .\otl'~"'11fl1 
n:t(~~pl'$!11Gf!l'lr.nnben;Mo<e 

ffi 
m 

21. 11.;b.Uo1"'*111"r;:"'-i' s 1:4', iHI 
~'t ~:'.~;f)"~JUi'J­
rooi.·u_-tN> i:,,rn~ryd:tfy_ 

'N1wnu~~n1111--.nt111g 
1~ n,. .....,....,.,,,,._~· ·,.l!l) 1...-.·.1:1"1 

~""th~\ll:'cd...•Qil.1t>D 11r 
lh!' 1~·-~N~~ •berc 

ill'&l'lll'I' 10 l~r!l:IU1lrn¥idt!'W 
the 111.:rv.~...,_ 

ltprtjftdia&~ t\lmautt.Dhe 
t1Ue.U~'Mllbet~rlJl( 
U.S11Ull~)l; p.~"-lllwv'J1« 
l.lll'OU~Y\:rtll.Alcp.;orl~!~ 

'?l!:1!1U~'t!Y;Wll.(l(D f'loC(I .. 

=:~~=~' 
r~:1.,...~i.Kt.wtth~ 
limes~ lomoretlMl1d.00Wc 
.... ..thb:lttAM.'ct:l.I~ 

E...:"t"Y-3m.: )'V\lk<:k.thl: 
n~l!"ttn:l!IWiSl\·a 
Ml' Bnr.~rn, 1L &vti.m1111 "'h~ 

ir.arledhJil~U a::> GilllC 
(D"'1Ji"l!'ll!l'Mftm!~1t<::fl l11( 
Woili~·n."'1cu.:~U.·•1..01>.•1i 
1tw; pllll< ~IXN oow "'" !tie 
alrpOl1MICO!Ut'-::I Conct.1ES 
1 11o:ra:tsorclkciholrrfu:r~1 
M61S611tll 10. 
~~"1vwiO tfl\,PQ!•••~i"n 

M.:'IA k-1 tJfhoAdb.W !hit tM 
9"rl'.lm p=vii!.r;:::i b no! w!m: ii. 
U.~IG\>~."""J3,:""'£~"J. 

" Wo! \.,,bfwoi:irl\:io."7Jior.d,.,.n rit 
titW~ w•«iM'Jn~U-~. 
~_ .... -........... """"";~.,.. 
u~~Qf U..b<Jlt.• 
Tlicnll'-'intrnil-...,~Mr 

nrown ~-uati:n af 
;!\o'W~ch&r..p11atl\!rth 
l.h"po.r; wbeNaUcili:yhe 
:t1W!a1WN1"f."m1ri!'~l"11m 
J-,Jo:j ... ,, .. ~ 
l"ll.~Of'lr~>:'-~ lhl1 Gl 
tt:lJOl'\hli~Dr,itl211n th8 

J)as.tf)'.'(~'rottl;Ullf:l<lidl~ o.i­

troml'lgMWl'Ullttli!ii! 
l'h<:~~ofL'lm: 

hW!!l.tn'.nU~'1)1Jln l-. Ql:il.1')1.~ 
1.,. ... ~,,.h.:ih:u-tl-1 
u :W. dt\';.JJ."'PQf't-
M""'-o:n""'Plc:o"?l~Jy1~b, 

lb1io:•.~;1Cim:ullivu '/upt 

1"""'-""'' '......,'""'"""1., 
ni'w"bi5httdulll.e~'JdeJ 
ilt<:r~liur;..11~.·~u.."-·an:•.t 

3at a..rior.ir.oo.ho;.r'l.h:nf:•~ 
~15IHJ tt.e r.11inly ne11· 
'l.,o.....J~. \.""'11 d o..,.vot u1 
f1 1llli'.liolll031X01t'llti'l&I~ 
:runutueanl ~CCl\ltmt nl&tlts. 

1nl 11tiJ.r1~r~..-,.iau.1~r•t)(!cd 
rir..nu-...on.tl !lfl.T..,.glll'iL 
~Dwwn~tt.e-O"'Ctlu.W 

· oao ltd .,,11jr,.J ~tic 

'rrp•1,,,,,._.,.,l11N f>11rr.o:>l'o" 
vfCw ai:1111rl 01.-ia .. i.a;: tiw ~1'1.>Ll 
·>Utfls.::.cruci.illr.•boo«to r.s. 
C..IJ8~!1; anC •l\)llr.11irirnl 
<i'fhc:l~:J::y. l'tw !ob. ~"e"l'!r. 
1'1lttwi>hed. 

AOCC.~llOMr.-.:...._._, 

_._'i: .... 'f'!lllO"'I U.:l ;Jtl:S, 1<tll11.' 
ll!Ml., ! M:Jlf':>aTlpb Mtr.> 

6t-'~~tl\l·1 Jl t-.Clioncm 
t.'IJ~l:lin~s.cap;!l~ iu 
.. ..::.~r~, . ']'[°'" r.cio:..:11.ld.:. 

=~~i:.llf~~~!~~'ld 
'l'"1'1l11J-.a.. I a[~ bol ldWr, l 
k ·n,;-tOtnielthlrd rtlllw;<y_ 

1-1.~ Broo,.·11 tJ.kl.m.•k'd.ml/lllt 
fl~UWJ\-,,~·0..1lh1$10flf'F'><I<: 
lnrmvh-~;wl 

t' .... 11.i k• l..w<:\'l.llin.·~.!Jh;h\ 
out ol !tnr..i.r.als J an<:! 4 !rd."'rl 
J\1an:hr.auyu!thrvw a 
apt.I!Ulr::."1 tM·.-t.s « tboM 
CfTM' i:J:rinn rf.t;16. 
nut l:erniu~thatu'il-c:tld 

ul . .J'tlalUl? bol~IOO 
'Yh.w tl :M. ~•W1 Plnb. 

~l:r"l'!"ri't. trllJ"'~""''INt> trito ~ 
,,-,rt.:1<1u1;fadL.ty ·1R.'clibc 
COhlpkte.. 

Scc:llc'1u!;f!"lM'.hl~ 
L"llPllct.tlOflSf{lr~rtn r.:'lttlt 
St.1o:~ ll10l'IC broo~lj·. blSIJ'S.. 
~.Abr.1r.l~1«vkll,1 

... ~~"1 -.l.."\'.'nol:"t tlaUlt,lk, 
bbt'f'onaNll\"~a.llN. 
brl'....,.,..f::lm'.n k>rlan<'l $CII 
i;1illMl -'.Jl tJ ... · l.,.;:aJ ..... -vc;w1y 
~,_..~_Ol'lr.b~t.d~?Ut 
lb.rt i :'1l'l'i!IR," ~.:.rD:'QW!I 

uU!.11.ins. 
"'Ttittl'llrl'\l!ryfo'!W lhi!llll' 

l\'tlere ~"OU canr.irn O?ttMt 
(_'(O"ol'J•<!J"' o;,1h11"1ho'll '1Uitk '{~ 

f(·tl:..:..tfnd,'.'..!r!)rcm'.:u:;i:t! 

""'°'l>"l"i1ft1h.> .>il?'>'"' . 
·.KJrio;.n¥...-:.thpiort!WrSUl'\IH 
"PA,<httell it ctr •S"i aitncc 
erti·li llict:IJ to Pwtb. l -lou.ry!I a 
CW'reUP,-..:.nty l~ IXlK'C~ 
d!Jv.c-fJ6m: IOti"JHJYir:U::itk 
.X T.,kyou :l st..ir.ah.alt:i the 
;i~;.:L 12to~Uooutbl 

w!~~ .. '.~~-~~r.!r.i 
QoJioirA~i<W :::w»Uk'f~....:?l.N 
\.~•Jll.lMflilJlrt>i~""ll 

Ind:.l....tlkhbnrrr-M~d. 
ti.l-oiw ofw.:.:sbi.1>~1l<C wu-s 
efl:r"at 1 a:ld tou-1Aft... 

Web!l'.,,~·woog 
'l'.,.-d11'f.11\h''°e1,;. lr f\1ll " hlr 
Dror.mu.,.-..~a."'C95 

.J.ll>l!L~ 1rulljtJU"lc1~ 11. Y....-h 
a'Ol'lfl f'W'.b~-...r~n'IM.. 

5i>ct\l:n.:"i1..:r-· M!'.I( 
~,_.l'l.n~cnr.•Lo~•"' :11or1 1bP1f' 
:,cy -.:.iw1"1;11Jl11:111~vr 

Japal::.Keta>.Jt°Jm. 
Tb~l'.1ld tl:N'f:r111e11~1l is 

?(Jf"fµ..:J1)U!11r-.;1U1llltJ~!'k!$' 
o~lllt<j•~MNtor :.l: U. 

"D\..I " \' "'-'~U.l lJ..I' . . - (~x 
(:l .. _J!\ k;o)f'«l'.l~IU\ll P,~' 11 

J\.'IU'·n>&..!Oll.'" 

Cru~lltolhH\:.C>Y c!tl'le 
wadriill'·VUN- Ui.! WA'i 
ec:J1t10lll¥:1»1'.(-CW\lmol'I' 
:rc.at11y- 1S ~ ¥.'LI 

<'(Klrtlinl.tlrl nuttr;.i tollllll~~ 

/l;l!U1! ,,_~and lr. l11l"!l·ar11 

a:>d '1\--::: lt~t:>rand:r~~. 
~~r Dr"M'.'TI nOb'l!l f .,. 

m:wrnti!lmd ln :l.! and l.;iunsrr. 
YMrkf.l ~nt''il"Tlflfi nlrtll"f7\nt 
'.:1Mlll i>1.JOJ.0<1U<.l u 1hii\ .11i;11. 
~mt,W.•.W.. 

,1,.,...1 ... -Mi..n..u;. ... wA ·u~a 

'""fnn1-l$1•~" rrrwl 11('.l l 1 ""'1~1 t 

lDNu.!l::Ms.bNut:J\J 
':t.~. hi91-qwililrpruduoo 

~~~:'.:~~c;;;1~i.~vecrf 
O.Ol'l"lfoUlft;i,l.o;t'"IJW,i., t<:ofll.i_l tt .IU 
:~~-

'''VoclCllJl>ifJt(lr!l·~J1\IS)(:f' 

a.Jl tt1umetts ar Austr.Ua 
)Usl ..,1ll"nW.'\ l tw:r !lu:n 
~h!1fNV-~~":hflc.iltMck-.0 1M 
·-.::n~h<'.udlt.t !C!Sl.U'C and the 
~1.f1 1..idll'.adryllft..hl! 

~" 
"W"' ~"'"' "-"11rt!K.,,.l lt11: 

.Y.lnct¥c1fol: 1 longttme a.~ 

""'llor:dto~~th.~t · 
Hlr.ic: ni~tl~ ti.n 

.1;wp.m1"'1rot 1f\lr.P. Tl1 <l 
"..burtn.WA.~1r lttr.nplans 

~nd~!'r'UD.tu !lt'lpl'tTti: 

An,11lho-Ml.afQ.r.tu't!nd 
U nrc!"1". l't-rll'! 'ilnVl'Wl<nlin"'-' 
ffl;thl ~r·y""" ,...,.r - ..t..>n 

JJl ~}u.1.~t<Vwi U~ 1u.r!il)rt ­
.\k~y ~rlTb."'= ""Jl be 
&l~W"'J11Thai' 809!.!iJnoothly. 

-V.'e l'>alltJ:oopletoitq and 
D'.!f OC.-hcf.['YJDdallf'lPJ\tl.1 
11.11.J.1"·1<w a:aiocrr.r,bOll:':1111e 
u1n. 111hn1_1<>~ 
._"m1t ll.ol'llt'l~.-h~ f.~'I 
"W~ .. ;mnt r~opl~~ l\i~ 

'llll<.lbu:i.gfl.1:ui~lio:'~()f;: 

~ th•~""' 
'ltillkt.h.-:illl«ldo«:-ooc 

f'."Ilmllm;1 <;JOOJ~rkooc 
ntllhaym.ayr.en m oraeven 
:ieopMOOt :d tt:.,.ta;-eatE.11 
~vr11tr1"tl:'llITT' '°l 
J!X>l)l;:. ' C2l 

West Australian - 01 Jul 2017 p74-75 -Airport has high hopes for future of gateway. 

Smithson Planning - Consultants in National Investment Growth Pathing 
Mob : 0419 556 444 Tel : (08) 9842 9841 Int'l : +61 428 556 444 

REGAIR Submission 12
Recv'd 26/07/17




